
Author’s Name: 
 
Purpose and organization           Needs      Meets         Exceeds 
               Work     Standard     Standard 
Is there an effective, well-written lead sentence (not summary) that includes a 
strong, clear thesis? 

   

Is there specific evidence? Is this evidence set up and does it support the lead and 
thesis? 

   

Is the evidence analyzed effectively, connecting to the lead and thesis? 
 

   

Is there are finisher that smoothly wraps up the paragraph and reflect on the 
argument? 

   

 
Grammar, usage, and mechanics 
 
Is the paper relatively free of errors? 
 

   

Does the writing flow and show sophisticated use of language? 
 

   

 
Run-on sentences (r/o)  Possessives/apostrophes   lose/loose 
Fragments   Semi-colons (;) and colons (:)  where/were 
Capitalization   to/too/two    it’s/its  
Commas    weather/whether    knew/new 
Awkward sentences  there/their/they’re   other homonyms 
Silly typos/editing errors  woman/women      
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